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I was immediately entranced by the first sundew I 

encountered while walking in the North West Highlands of 

Scotland in the early 1970s, although my priority was geological mapping of the Lewisian 

Gneiss in the area. 

So, when the opportunity arose to research the little southern hemisphere relation I was 

thrilled. 

 

Drosera uniflora is a species of carnivorous plant of the genus Drosera native to southern 

Argentina, Chile and the Malvinas Islands.  It is a minute plant reaching no more than just 2 

or 3 cms, a small sundew with a solitary white flower as its name indicates. The glands 

located in the leaves secrete a sticky mucilage used to capture and retain prey of insects, 

mainly mosquitoes, from which the plant obtains the nutrients that it cannot gain in 

sufficient quantities from the soil.  

Drosera uniflora lives on nutrient-poor soils but unlike most of the genus, it prefers to have 

its roots in the water and can be found in marshes, moorland or areas with lots of water 

that lack nitrogen and organic phosphorus.  In Chile it grows in the mountains near the 

ocean at altitudes between 500 and 2000 meters, usually on the north facing slopes or level 

areas, as it enjoys the sun. It tolerates low temperatures, down to -8C and can survive 

occasional snow cover for up to a couple of weeks a year. 

 

In addition to the Malvinas Islands, it has been found in Tierra del Fuego and the northern 

end of the Patagonian forest.  

 

“Drosera” is derived from the Greek drosos meaning dew or dew drops. 

“Sundew” refers to the bright drops of mucilage that appear at the end of each leaf and that 

remember the morning dew. 

It was formally described in 1809 by the German botanist Carl Ludwig Willdenow. 

 

Although not a widely travelled plant, being very difficult to cultivate, it has attracted 

illustrious visitors and admirers, including Joseph Hooker, Charles Darwin and Alexander 

von Humbolt, as well, of course, as Joseph Banks.   

More recently it was observed in Chile by Jose Cardenasvejar working on ‘Project Noah’ in 

January 2016.  

 

Joseph Dalton Hooker (1817 – 1911) 



Hooker studied medicine at Glasgow University, then joined the Royal Navy in Medical 

Service and accompanied Captain James Clark Ross’ Antarctica expedition to the magnetic 

South Pole as assistant surgeon on board HMS Erebus 

In his Flora Antarctica, 1844, a four volume account of researches on the voyage, Drosera 

uniflora is listed as having been collected at Port Famine (Puerto del Hambre), Strait of 

McGellan 

 

Alexander von Humboldt (1769 – 1859 

Friedrich Wilhelm Heinrich Alexander von Humboldt was a Prussian polymath, geographer, 

naturalist, explorer, and proponent of Romantic philosophy and science.  

Drosera uniflora is mentioned in The Travels and Researches of Alexander Von Humboldt, 

1832.  

 

Charles Darwin (1809 – 1882) 

Darwin is the English naturalist whose scientific theory of evolution by natural selection 

became the foundation of modern evolutionary studies. 

In On The Origin of Species, 1859, he speculates on the distribution of the flora of the 

southern hemisphere and suggests a series of now sunken islands connecting the major 

land masses, in order to explain the occurrences described by Dr Hooker. This was long 

before the now widely accepted theory of the Gondwanaland supercontinent which split to 

form South America, South Africa, Australia and Antarctica 

 

In a letter dated 5th April 1844 J.D. Hooker writes to Charles Darwin - 

 

“ Drosera uniflora has a wide range over Southern Chile, Suegria & the Falklands” 

 

Linda Wilkins 

 

Sources 

 

Kew, the plant list, http://www.the plantlist.org 

 

Royal Horticultural Society open access library - website 

 

Joseph Dalton Hooker   Flora Antarctica 

The Botany of the Antarctic Voyage of H.M. Discovery Ships Erebus and Terror in the years 

1839–1843, under the Command of Captain Sir James Clark Ross 1843 

 

The correspondence of Charles Darwin Vol 3 1844 – 1846 

 

Charles Darwin, On The Origin of Species, 1859 

 

Alexander von Humbolt, The Travels and Researches of Alexander Von Humboldt 1832 

 

Michael Palin, Erebus The story of a ship, 2018 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Lc4XAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA85&lpg=PA85&dq=alexander+von+humboldt+drosera&source=bl&ots=UZbN5pC_lj&sig=ACfU3U3IYbGHneSrkg13ovUx3B83b-MaVA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiOkNLOpYbqAhXBoVwKHT7zCYQQ6AEwC3oECA8QAQ
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Lc4XAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA85&lpg=PA85&dq=alexander+von+humboldt+drosera&source=bl&ots=UZbN5pC_lj&sig=ACfU3U3IYbGHneSrkg13ovUx3B83b-MaVA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiOkNLOpYbqAhXBoVwKHT7zCYQQ6AEwC3oECA8QAQ
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Lc4XAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA85&lpg=PA85&dq=alexander+von+humboldt+drosera&source=bl&ots=UZbN5pC_lj&sig=ACfU3U3IYbGHneSrkg13ovUx3B83b-MaVA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiOkNLOpYbqAhXBoVwKHT7zCYQQ6AEwC3oECA8QAQ
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Lc4XAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA85&lpg=PA85&dq=alexander+von+humboldt+drosera&source=bl&ots=UZbN5pC_lj&sig=ACfU3U3IYbGHneSrkg13ovUx3B83b-MaVA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiOkNLOpYbqAhXBoVwKHT7zCYQQ6AEwC3oECA8QAQ

