
Plate 98 Bauera rubioides 

Verticillata albiflora 

Common names: River rose, Tasmanian River rose, Dog rose, 

Wiry bauera 

Botany Bay, Australia. 28th April – 6th May, 1770 

 

 

Bauera rubioides is an evergreen, shrubby, flowering plant found in the south eastern states 

of Australia and Tasmania, which can grow up to two metres high depending on 

environmental conditions. The common names indicate different habitats and varieties of 

character and size. Flower colours range from pure white through delicate pinks to purple 

including shaded colours. Double-flowered plants are occasionally found. Flowering can take 

place all year round and consist of shallow cups up to 2cm across on a 25mm long stem. 

Flowers are similar to those of small wild roses but are not closely related to a rose. 

Bauera rubioides first appeared in the UK in the garden of the Marchioness of Rockingham 

(1735-1804) in Hillingdon who made a significant contribution to plant studies at the time. 

Bauera rubioides was subsequently grown commercially by Grimwood & Wykes of 

Kensington for sale in 1793. 

The genus name honours Ferdinand Bauer (1760-1826) and Franz Bauer (1758-1840), 

Austrian brothers famed for their botanical art and illustrations. Primarily, the honour goes 

to Ferdinand who did much illustration work during the early European explorations of 

Australia’s coast. 

The Bauer brothers were born into an artistic family – their father was court painter to the 

Prince of Lichtenstein. The brothers’ early training was supervised by Dr Norbert Boccus, 

anatomist and botanist at Feldsberg monastery’s medicinal garden, and later continued 

under Nikolaus von Jocquin, director of the botanical gardens at Vienna University. Franz 

Bauer was hired by Sir Joseph Banks in 1788 as the first resident artist at the Royal Botanical 

Gardens, Kew. Ferdinand Bauer, on the other hand, was recruited by Banks as the natural 

history artist on the HMS Investigator expedition of 1801-1805 commissioned to 

circumnavigate and chart the coast of Australia. He would work with botanist Robert Brown, 

producing hundreds of detailed pencil sketches, ultimately, to be used as templates for 

finished watercolours. HMS Investigator was captained by Matthew Flinders and set sail 

from Spithead on 18th July 1801. 

Interest in Australia’s coastline was not exclusive to the British. France was taking a major 

interest in what the south seas had to offer. A competing expedition commenced under the 

command of Nicolas Baudin with two vessels Naturaliste and Geographie, to undertake a 

voyage pursuing the same objective as Flinders. The only difference was that the French 



vessels would sail around Australia in the opposite direction to Flinders. In 1802 Baudin met 

Flinders in Encounter Bay, South Australia. Baudin had stopped off at the British colony at 

Sydney for supplies. From there, Baudin sent home Naturaliste carrying all the specimens 

that had been collected by both ships. The French had collected more than 2000 new 

species up to that point and were, clearly, keen to get them home before Flinders. In this 

race, Flinders was greatly handicapped when in June 1803, Investigator was declared unfit 

to sail and Flinders had to return to England to collect another ship to complete the 

expedition and bring back his remaining crew. Bauer and Brown remained in Australia 

before returning to England in 1805. 

Robert Parkinson 
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