
Plate 439  Haloragis Erecta 

Cercodia erecta 

Mãori name: Toatoa. 

Tolaga Bay, New Zealand, 23rd October – 29th October, 1769 

 

On the 24th October 1769, Joseph Banks recorded in his 

journal that, ‘Dr Solander and myself went ashore botanizing 

and found many new plants...’ Haloragis erecta was among 

those collected by Joseph Banks and Dr. Solander. 

Haloragis erecta, also known as Shrubby Haloragis, Toatoa or erect seaberry, is endemic 

to New Zealand. It is a perennial widespread throughout the country. The flowers are 

small and vary in colour from red/pink and yellow, but are insignificant compared with 

the leaves which have an attractive saw-tooth edge and are coloured in various shades 

of bronze and purple. It grows in the form of a shrub about 50cm in height and with a 

spread of 50cm. It flowers all year round and is easily propagated from seed or cuttings. 

The plant is not particularly popular in gardens but can be used to good effect as 

ground cover and foliage contrast to other more impressive flowering plants. The 

conservation status of Haloragis erecta is ‘Not threatened’. 

Interestingly, Dr. Daniel Solander did not keep a journal on Cook’s first voyage therefore 

much reliance is placed on those of Cook himself, Joseph Banks and Sydney Parkinson 

for comments and observations concerning the collection of botanical specimens. 

However, Solander did create a manuscript collection or ‘slip’ catalogue. A slip was 

literally a slip of paper on which Solander wrote notes regarding the classification and 

cataloguing of each specimen. The slip would be attached to the specimen providing 

essential information including detailed descriptions of the plant specimens written in 

Latin, as was standard practice, and named their genera and species according to the 

Linnaean binomial system. 

The significance of Solander’s manuscript slip catalogue was that this represented a 

new technique of classifying and cataloguing specimens, based on the system 

developed by Carl Linnaeus. Daniel Solander had studied under Carl Linnaeus and 

therefore had a full understanding of this new and developing system. Prior to joining 

Cook’s first voyage Solander had been employed by the British Museum specifically to 

devise a way to classify specimens, encompassing the new Linnaean system as well as 

accommodating other systems from earlier periods. 



In 1759 the British Museum first opened its doors as the world’s first national museum. 

It was founded largely on the donation of Hans Sloane’s (1660-1753) natural history 

collection.  

The new British Museum at the time would have been fully aware of the emergence and 

development of the Linnaean system of binomial nomenclature following the 

publication of System Naturae (1735) and Species Plantarum (1753) by Carl Linnaeus. 

Daniel Solander (1733-82) was employed by the British Museum from 1763 to devise a 

system of classification and cataloguing for the Sloane collection and any future 

collections the Museum might acquire. In 1768, Solander was approached by Joseph 

Banks who invited him to accompany him on HM Bark Endeavour.  

The recruitment of Solander by Joseph Banks shows Banks’ awareness of up-to-date 

botanical study. Solander’s extensive botanical knowledge, his understanding of the 

Linnaean system of classification, and having devised a system of cataloguing 

compatible with it, placed the whole expedition at the cutting edge of natural history. 

Robert Parkinson 
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